
 

Infectious Diseases Protocol, 2009

Appendix B: 
Provincial Case Definitions 
for Reportable Diseases 
 

Disease: Herpes, neonatal 
 



 

Infectious Diseases Protocol, 2009 – Appendix B 

 
Herpes, neonatal 

 
1.0 Provincial Reporting 

Confirmed cases of disease 
 
2.0 Type of Surveillance 

Case-by-case 
 
3.0 Case Classification 
 

3.1 Confirmed Case 
Clinically compatible signs and symptoms with detection of herpes simplex virus 
(HSV) in an infant (most commonly occurs in infants less than or equal to 28 days in 
age) 

 
4.0 Laboratory Evidence 
 

4.1 Laboratory Confirmation 
Any of the following will constitute a confirmed case of Herpes: 
• Positive herpes simplex virus culture 
• Positive for herpes simplex virus nucleic acid 

 
4.2 Approved/Validated Tests 

• Standard culture for herpes simplex virus with confirmation 
• Nucleic acid amplification test (NAT) for herpes simplex virus 

 
4.3 Indications and Limitations 

• N/A 
 
5.0 Clinical Evidence 

Infants exposed to HSV during birth, as documented by maternal virologic testing or 
presumed by observation of maternal lesions, should be followed carefully in 
consultation with a specialist. Clinically, neonatal infection is classified as skin-eye-
mouth (SEM), central nervous system (CNS) or disseminated infection. A clinical 
consultation is necessary for diagnosis. 

 
6.0 ICD Code(s) 

ICD 10 Code P35.2 
 
7.0 Comments 

N/A 
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