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Introduction
Evolution of Evidence-based Public Health
“Evidence in Context”
Knowledge Base for OPHS 
Tool for Accessing the Evidence

OverviewOverview





Knowledge Transfer

Research 
Dissemination
•Presentations

•Publications

•Less formal 
communication 
channels

Knowledge Management

•Collection

•Organization

•Strategic preservation

•Access

Evidence-Based 
Decision-Making
•Political climate

•Economic reality

•Social influences

•Organizational 
structures

•Research evidence

Research Utilization
•Resource allocation

•Programs & services

•Clinical practice 

•Health Policies

Outcomes
•Client 
outcomes

•Expenditures

•Performance 
indicators

Knowledge ExchangeKnowledge Exchange

Adapted with permission:

Dobbins, M., Ciliska, D., Cockerill, R., Barnsley, J., DCenso, A. (2002).  A framework for the 
dissemnnation and utilization of research for health-care policy and practice.  The Online 
Journal of Knowledge Synthesis for Nursing,  9(7).



“The development, implementation, and evaluation 
of effective programs and policies in public health 
through application of principles of scientific 
reasoning, including systematic uses of data and 
information systems, and appropriate use of 
behavioral science theory and program planning 
models” (Brownson et al, 2003).

EvidenceEvidence--Based Public HealthBased Public Health



What is needed to practice EIPH?

What are the consequences of not 
practicing EIPH?

EvidenceEvidence--based Medicine (EBM) based Medicine (EBM) vsvs. Evidence. Evidence--
based Public Health (EBPH)based Public Health (EBPH)



Requirements for EBPH PracticeRequirements for EBPH Practice

Source: Identifying evidence-based resources in public health: Skills building session, by S. Teleen
and H. Simpson, 2006, Shrewsbury, MA: National Network of Libraries of Medicine, New England 
Region. Reprinted with permission.



Evidence from ResearchEvidence from Research

Source: Guide to research methods: The evidence pyramid, SUNY 
Downstate Medical Center, 2005, Brooklyn, NY: Medical Research Library     

of Brooklyn. Adapted with permission..



Evidence in Public HealthEvidence in Public Health



Factors influencing decision/policy making:
Unit of intervention
Geography
Political, social and economic climate; 
Legislation, protocols etc
Expert knowledge (expertise, experience, judgment, tac
knowledge); 
Capacity (such as the skill level; access to research; 
human resources);
Organizational culture, beliefs, values
Consultation with coalitions/peers;
Scientific uncertainty; and
Input from stakeholders.

Evidence and ContextEvidence and Context



Source:  Source: Bowen & Zwi, 2005.

Public Health PolicyPublic Health Policy



"The process of distilling and disseminating the 
best available evidence, whether from research 
or from actual practice, and using that evidence 
to inform and improve public health policy and 
practice… put simply, it’s finding, using and 
sharing what works in public health".

Source:  National Collaborating Centre for Methods and Tools.  (2008).  Evidence Informed Public Health.  
Retrieved October 14, 2008, from http://www.nccmt.ca/eiph/index-eng.html

EvidenceEvidence--Based Public HealthBased Public Health



Protocols
Literature Searches
Recommended Resources

Knowledge Base for Ontario Knowledge Base for Ontario 
Public Health Standards: Public Health Standards: 

The ToolsThe Tools



















Systematic Review FiltersSystematic Review Filters
AND (systematic review* OR meta analys* OR 
metanalys* OR metaanalys* OR "review of 
reviews") 

AND (Review* OR meta analys* OR metanalys* 
OR metaanalys* OR pooled OR effective* OR 
evaluat* OR evidence* OR efficac* OR 
outcome* OR impact* OR guideline* OR best 
practic* OR best practis*) 





Evaluating quality of evidence
Criteria
Checklist tool
Basic techniques
List of quality resources

Critical AppraisalCritical Appraisal



Questions?Questions?


