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Comparison between OPHS and MHPSG

MHPSG

OPHS

Rabies Control

Rabies Prevention and Control

Goal: To prevent the occurrence
of rabies in humans

Goal: To prevent the occurrence
of rabies in humans

Objective: To maintain the
incidence of rabies at zero in the
human population

Societal Outcomes and Board
of Health Outcomes
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OPHS Highlights

Goal
 To prevent the occurrence of rabies in humans.

Societal OQutcomes

« Thereis reduced incidence of suspected rabies exposures
In humans.

e Human rabies is prevented in all reported suspected
rabies.
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OPHS Highlights

Board of Health outcomes

« The board of health achieves timely and effective detection and
identification of positive reports of rabies in animal species and
other emerging risks and trends associated with rabies in humans.

« The board of health is aware of and uses epidemiology to influence
the development of healthy public policy and its programs and
services to prevent the occurrence of rabies in humans.

« The public is aware of rabies and its prevention.

« The public, community partners, and health care providers report
all suspected rabies exposures in the health unit to the board of
health.

« The board of health manages reports of suspected rabies
exposures.

« The public, community partners, and health care providers are
prepared for rabies threats.
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OPHS Highlights

ASSESSMENT AND SURVEILLANCE

Requirements:

1. The board of health shall liaise with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency to
identify local cases of rabies in animal species.

2. The board of health shall report rabies data elements in accordance with the
Health Protection and Promotion Act and the Rabies Prevention and Control
Protocol, 2008 (or as current).

3. The board of health shall conduct surveillance of rabies in accordance with
the Population Health Assessment and Surveillance Protocol, 2008 (or as
current) and the Rabies Prevention and Control Protocol, 2008 (or as current).

4. The board of health shall conduct epidemiological analysis of surveillance
data, including monitoring of trends over time, emerging trends, and priority
populations, in accordance with the Population Health Assessment and
Surveillance Protocol, 2008 (or as current).
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OPHS Highlights

HEALTH PROMOTION AND POLICY DEVELOPMENT

Requirement:

5. The board of health shall work with community partners to improve public
knowledge of rabies and its prevention in the community by supplementing
national/provincial education/communications strategies and/or developing
and implementing regional/local communications strategies based on local
epidemiology.
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OPHS Highlights

DISEASE PREVENTION/HEALTH PROTECTION

Requirements:

6. The board of health shall annually remind those individuals specified in the
Health Protection and Promotion Act of their duty to report suspected rabies
exposure.

7. The board of health shall ensure that the medical officer of health or
designate is available on a 24/7 basis to receive reports of and respond to
suspected rabies exposures in accordance with the Health Protection and
Promotion Act; the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Protocol, 2008 (or
as current); and the Rabies Prevention and Control Protocol, 2008 (or as
current).

8. The board of health shall address the prevention and control of rabies threats
as per a local Rabies Contingency Plan, as outlined in the Rabies Prevention
and Control Protocol, 2008 (or as current).
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Cross References

e Infectious Diseases Protocol Named in Rabies Prevention
and Control Standard:
e Rabies Prevention and Control Protocol, 2008

« Other Protocols Named in Rabies Prevention and Control
Standard:
 Population Health Assessment and Surveillance
Protocol, 2008
 Public Health Emergency Preparedness Protocol, 2008
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Key/Significant Changes

« Both OPHS and MHPSG are fundamentally the same with a
slight shift in emphasis.

« Detailed information is now found in Rabies Prevention and
Control Protocol.




Contact Information

For further inquiries, please contact:

« Cassandra LoFranco, Manager, Infectious Diseases Branch
« Telephone: (416) 326-1270
« E-mail: cassandra.lofranco@ontario.ca
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Questions/Discussion
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