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        HEALTH SERVICES RESTRUCTURING COMMISSION

News Release
Health Services Restructuring Commission Begins

Building Hospital Networks in Rural and Northern Ontario
- Hospital closings not expected -

Toronto, July 6, 1998 – The Health Services Restructuring Commission (HSRC) today announced the start of its work to improve access to health services in rural and northern Ontario communities. This marks the beginning of the HSRC review in these communities. 

The primary goal of this effort is to establish hospital networks that will lead to improved patient care by sharing resources and expertise. 

“We can improve access to services by building stronger relationships among hospitals,” said Mark Rochon, HSRC Chief Executive Officer. “As a first step, we have sent letters to rural and northern hospitals informing them of our recommendations and inviting them to comment on the suggested membership of their network and how they might relate to other hospitals within that group.” 

In all, approximately 90 hospitals have been invited to comment on their membership in one of 16 possible networks.

“This exercise is about improving relationships – hospitals closings are not expected,” Rochon said. “The difference between the larger urban areas we have reviewed to date and those now under review is that access to hospital services is more of a challenge in rural and northern communities.”

Once the networks are determined, it will be up to the hospitals involved to determine the location and mix of services and ensure that the appropriate care is offered at each site. 

The deadline for feedback on the HSRC proposal is August 14, 1998. The public can obtain a listing of the proposed networks and the terms of the review by visiting the HSRC web site at http:\\www.hsrc-crss.org or by calling toll-free at 

1-800-565-4453. The HSRC expects to complete its work on establishing hospital networks by the end of 1998.

About the HSRC

The HSRC is made up of a group of individuals appointed by the Ontario government to re-design Ontario’s health system. It is an independent agency of doctors, health care educators, hospital administrators, former hospital board members and other experts.

Highlights of the HSRC’s work across Ontario to date include the call for:

· Over $1.4 billion in hospital building upgrades

· Over $900 million annually in new services in the areas of:

-rehabilitation


-mental health


-sub-acute care


-long-term care


-home care

· The addition of almost 17,000 long-term care beds to the health system

· Increased capacity to treat 19% more emergency and ambulatory patients at hospitals by 2003 than in 1995/96.
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