Commission Confirms Decisions for East Toronto Hospitals
Toronto, January 14, 1999 – The Health Services Restructuring Commission (HSRC) today confirmed its plans for East Toronto hospitals to co-ordinate their services, particularly paediatric programs.

These plans include the endorsement of the voluntary amalgamation of the Scarborough General Hospital and the Salvation Army Scarborough Grace Hospital. Amalgamation talks have made significant progress in the last four months.

With regard to paediatric programs, the HSRC plans clarify roles and consolidate services to ensure a critical mass of patients at programs that provide more specialized care.

“Our decisions seek to increase the quality of paediatric programs by bringing resources together. Our goal is to ensure access to the highest quality care for children in East Toronto,” said Duncan Sinclair, Chair of the HSRC.

The Scarborough General and Salvation Army Scarborough Grace hospitals will continue to provide emergency and ambulatory paediatric services. They will establish observation units for short-term care to support the provision of emergency services.

Inpatient paediatric services for East Toronto will be consolidated at regional paediatric centres which will be located at the Centenary site of the Rouge Valley Health System, Toronto East General and Orthopaedic Hospital and the North York General Hospital.

As part of the feedback to the initial plan to consolidate services, the HSRC heard concerns about the impact of its proposed changes on patient care, for instance as a result of longer travel distances. The HSRC commissioned an external reviewer, Dr. Michel Bureau of the Fonds de la recherche en Santé du Québec, to advise the HSRC regarding paediatric services in East Toronto. After receiving submissions from all affected parties, he supported the HSRC plans to consolidate services as a way to increase quality of care and broaden the scope of services to East Toronto residents.

The HSRC will soon name a facilitator to work with the hospitals to plan and implement the changes, ensuring sensible approaches to high quality, accessible services.

About the HSRC
The HSRC is a group of volunteers appointed by the Ontario government to redesign Ontario’s health system. It is an agency of doctors, nurses, health care educators, former hospital board members and other experts.

Highlights of the HSRC’s work across Ontario to date include the call for:

· $2 billion in hospital building upgrades

· $1 billion annually in new services in the areas of:

· rehabilitation

· mental health

· sub-acute care

· long-term care

· home care

· MRIs

· hip and knee replacements

· the addition of almost 17,000 long-term care beds to the health services system

· increased capacity to treat 18 per cent more emergency and ambulatory patients at hospitals by 2003 than in 1995/96.

The public can obtain further information by visiting the HSRC internet web site at http://www.hsrc-crss.org or calling toll-free 1-800-565-4453.
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