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        HEALTH SERVICES RESTRUCTURING COMMISSION

News Release
East Toronto Hospitals to Co-ordinate Services
Toronto, September 15, 1998 – The Health Services Restructuring Commission (HSRC) today issued notices for East Toronto hospitals to co-ordinate their services, particularly maternal, newborn and paediatric programs.

These Notices of Intention to Issue Supplementary Directions include the endorsement of the voluntary merger of the Scarborough General Hospital and the Salvation Army Scarborough Grace Hospital.

“I commend the hospitals for their willingness to work together. We believe that co-operation is the essential foundation on which to build for the future. Independence needs to give way to interdependence – among hospitals and everyone who provides health services. Co-operation today is an investment in better services tomorrow,” said Duncan Sinclair, Chair of the HSRC.

Also, the HSRC intends to direct a clarification of roles and consolidation of services to ensure a critical mass of patients at programs that provide more specialized care.

Therefore, the Scarborough General and Salvation Army Scarborough Grace hospitals will continue to provide perinatal and ambulatory paediatric services. The inpatient paediatric services of the Scarborough General will be transferred to the Rouge Valley Health System (amalgamation of Centenary and Ajax & Pickering hospitals) and the Toronto East General and Orthopaedic Hospital. Inpatient paediatric services of the Salvation Army Scarborough Grace Hospital will be transferred to the Rouge Valley Health System and North York General Hospital.

Regional paediatric centres with perinatal services will be located at the Centenary site of the Rouge Valley Health System, Toronto East General and Orthopaedic Hospital and the North York General Hospital.

“As part of our report of July 1997, we asked East Toronto hospitals to look at ways of co-ordinating their services. Although they made some progress, they were unable to develop a complete agreement. Our notices today build on their work in order to better co-ordinate hospital care,” said Sinclair.

HSRC directions for Toronto call on the Ministry of Health to reinvest $263 million annually in services of home care, long-term care and sub-acute care. Further, the HSRC estimated $281 million for capital renovations at Toronto hospitals. 

About the HSRC
The HSRC is a group of volunteers appointed by the Ontario government to redesign Ontario’s health system. It is an independent agency of doctors, health care educators, hospital administrators, former hospital board members and other experts.

Highlights of the HSRC’s work across Ontario to date include the call for:

· over $1.6 billion in hospital building upgrades

· over $900 million annually in new services in the areas of:

· rehabilitation

· mental health

· sub-acute care

· long-term care

· home care

· the addition of almost 17,000 long-term care beds to the health services system

· increased capacity to treat 19% more emergency and ambulatory patients at hospitals by 2003 than in 1995/96.

The public can obtain further information by visiting the HSRC internet web site at http:\\www.hsrc-crss.org or calling toll-free 1-888-534-8396.
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